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Note to Teacher

Dear Teacher,

Installed on your school’s laptop and desktop computers are Math Amigo
Manager and Valiant MathAmigo Desktop applications. Math Amigo is
designed to help teachers improve student math scores. It covers the math
curriculum and provides supplementary and remedial activities. Many of our
Expanding Educational Horizons Project (EEHP) teachers are using the Math
Amigo to give students practice in basic to advanced levels of math problems.

This mini-guide is developed for classroom teachers in the EEHP schools. It is
developed in response to classroom teachers’ requests for procedural
information to select and transfer math/numeracy activities from the Math
Amigo Manager and to be able to access these activities in the Valiant Math
Amigo Desktop application.

Objectives
At the end of this mini-guide you will be able to:

1. Use Math Amigo Manager to select activities for a selected group of
students.

2. Access the Valiant MathAmigo desktop application of your computer to
carry out the activities.

We hope that you will find this mini-guide quite helpful as you use
educational technologies to support numeracy activities in your lessons.

Yours truly,

Educational Technology Specialists - EEH

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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A.The Math Amigo Manager Application: Selecting Activities

1. Getting Started: Changing Teacher Alert

Before you begin to select activities from the Math Amigo Manager, you may want to change what’s
known as the Teacher Alert. This occurs when the students are doing Math Amigo activities and a “come
see me” comment suddenly appears. Many teachers complain about this feature and would like it to be
removed. The steps outlined below will remove the Teacher Alert from the activities to be selected.

1. Start MathAmigo Manager (see Figure 1).
2. Inthe left menu, click on the Activities tab.
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Figure 1. Math Amigo Manager Main Menu Screen

3. Click on Global Activity Setup.
4. Select the Software Pack, Topic or Activity by clicking in the box (see Figure 2).

ﬁlick in the box to Click on
the software pack which
contains several topics and
activities that your students
can try.
Click on the plus sign beside
the box to see the topics and
activities.

N

~Select Software Pack, Topic or Activity

| 2) Ordering

| 3) Estimating and Rounding
4) Number Paftems

| 5) Addition and Subtraction

| 6) Multiphication and Dnsision
7) Fractions and Decimals 1
8) Fractions and Decimals 2
9) Shape and Space
10) Patierns and Relafionships

1 11) Number Structure

| 12) Number Operations

] 13) Number Relationships

] 14) Using Number 1
15) Using Number 2
16) Using Number 3
17) Data Handling

] 18) Numbe:
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Figure 2: Select Software Pack,

Topic or Activity Screen

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).



= Expanding Educational Horizons

ot (=
‘?mrﬁ,‘ﬁ US\FAJID Caenwood Centre, Grant Hall, 37 Arnold Road, Kingston 5
Tel: (876) 967-5192 or 922-0783

5. Click on Go to Global Set-Ups list (see Figure 3).

—Select Activities
SetlUp j

Fram |To Start

Topic |A|:1ivity
1.1.1 Count10 Ohjects
1.1.2 Counting Dice

Select

1.41 Read HTU Numbers
1.4.2 Fead ThTHU

1.4.3 How Mary H or T?
1.4.4 How bany Th, H or
1.45 Bridge H. T

1.48 Bridge Th. H. T

1.4 Place Yalue

B ‘O'LJEC;;'““”‘»‘ 113 Count20 Objcts

| 1.1.4 Structured Counting in

| 1.1.5 Structured Counting in
1.2.1 CountFrom 0

: 1.2.2 CountOn in Ones
1.2.3 Count Back in Ones

: 12 (Camiig 1.2.4 Countin Steps

| 1.2.5 Countin Big Steps
1.2.6 Odds and Evens

2013 Mumber 131 Whale Mumber

I Names 1.3.2 Decimal Nurmber
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“ou cannot change stage data globally. To change stage set up double click on the stage data of each activity

[AddAcuvmes ][ Deselect Al ][ Select Al ]SBlectGeneraISetUp vI

{ Create Set Up ][ Edit Setup ] [F\IIDefauItSlage\/a\ues M oK M Cancel ]

Figure 3: Create Global Set Ups Screen

6. Click on Fill Default Stage Values. The columns From, To and Start should now be filled (see
Figure 4).

On the right, click the down arrow head of Click on General Setup

8. Click on Easy. The column Set Up should now be filled with the word “easy.”

~

—_—
Create Global Set Ups
FILE —Select Activities
—_— ) ) =
—_— Topic ‘Acllvwly Fom |V St | gelect |get Up /
/
DATA N 1.1.1 Count10 Objects 1 3 1 D1. Easy 1
TRANSFER | 1.1.2 Counting Dice 1 2 1 01. Easy
I dbjegi”“”g 1.13 Count20 Objects 1 3 1 01. Easy
g | || 1.1.4 Structured Counting in 1 2 1 01.Easy
ASSE SMENT || 1.1.5 Structured Counting in 1 2 1 01. Easy
s || 1.2.1 CountFrom D 1 2 1 01. Easy
| 1.2.2 CountOn in Ones 1 3 1 01. Easy
{12 count 1.2.3 CountBackin Ones 1 3 1 01.Easy
1 ouning 1.2.4 Countin Steps 1 2 1 01. Easy
PLANNING | 1.2.5 Countin Big Steps 1 2 1 01. Easy
|| 1.2.6 Odds and Evens 1 2 1 01. Easy
4 —— | |1.3 Number 1.3.1 “Whole Number 1 2 1 01. Easy
| |Names 1.3.2 Decimal Number 1 2 1 01. Easy
ACTIVITI ES | 1.4.1 Read HTU Numbers 1 a 1 01. Easy
|| 1.4.2 Read ThTHU 1 E 1 01. Easy -
e | |14 Placevalue 1-43 Howhany Hor T? 1 2 1 01. Easy
|| 1.4.4 How any Th, H or 1 2 1 01. Easy
STUDENT L 1.45 Bridge H. T 1 2 1 01. Easy
1 4R Rridna Th H T 1 1 1 M M Fase =
< | _’l_l
GETTING *“rou cannot change stage data globally. To change stage setup double click on the stage data of each activity.
\STARTED [ Add Activities ] { Deselect All ] { SelectAl ] Select General SetUp hd
{ Create SetUp ] { Edit Setup ] [ Fill Default Stage Values M [ol'3 ] { Cancel }

Figure 4: Create Global Set Ups Screen with easy selected

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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9. Click on Edit Setup.

10. Click on the tab Teacher Alert.

11. Click in the box Do not alert the teacher to remove teacher alert feature such as “Come and see
me” (see Figure 5).

FILE Global Set Up Details (x]
/:
DATA Control | Response | _Teacher Alert_|
TRANSFER
" Daonotalert the ieacher
ASSESSMENT Warn Teacher —] See Teacher —
C Overuse of Reset and Info Features 2 r
PLANNING Exceeding sets of extension gquestions v u
/:
Excessive exiting of the activity v u
ACTIVITIES
Falling helow a minimum scare 2 r
;E
STUDENT Mot performing an action W j |
GETTING
STARTED T dlify this f for all selected kth
e o modify this feature for all selected activities tick the
adjacent check box [ [Fosly }{ ) ]
(%1

Figure 5: Global Set Up Details Screen

12. Click on Finish, then OK.
13. Click on OK.
14. On the Select Activities for Global Setup, click on Close.

2. Selecting the Software Pack, Topic and Activities

1. Start MathAmigo Manager if it is not open.
2. Inthe left menu, click on the Data Transfer tab (see Figure 6).
3. Click on Using Activity Method.

FILE

J Using Plan Methed
[ oama
TRANSFER 7 =
i ., ) i -
ASSESSMENT == e
{ [ ﬁ
MRS 8
GETTING : - LTKL@!’
STARTED Salect Serial Port = -
| L e
ali
(& w(i| J

Figure 6: Data Transfer showing Using Activity Method Screen

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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4. Select the Software Pack, Topic or Activity by clicking in the box (see Figure 7).

Gck in the box to select the
software pack which contains
several topics and activities that
your students can try.

Click on the plus sign beside the
box to see the topics and

Qctivities.

~Salect Software Pack. Topic or Activity

1) Counting and Place Value
] 2) Ordering
] 3) Estimating and Rounding
| 4) Number Pattemns
5) Addition and Subtraction
] 6) Multiplication and Division
] 7) Fractons and Decimals 1
8) Fractions and Decimals 2
9) Shape and Space
10) Patterns and Relationships
1 11) Number Structure
] 12) Number Operations
13) Number Relstionships
] 14) Using Number 1
] 15) Using Mumber 2
1 16) Using Number 3
21 17) Data Handling
1 18) Number

11 O

|»

R R E R R E R R R R -,

Go to Data Transfer List ] [ View Info ][ Close J

Figure 7: Select Software Pack, Topic or Activity Screen

Pack Topic it Setup =
1.1 Counting Objects 0. Ensy
1. Easy
01, Easy
o, Ensy
01, Easy
1.2 Counting 01. Easy
1, Ensy
1. Easy
1. Easy
1 Cauning and i
= 1.3 Mumber Marmos 01 Easy
C 01, Easy
1.4 Fiace Valus 141 Renad HTL Numbers (m] m, Emsy
1.42 Fead THTHL 1| D1.Easy
1.4.3 How Mary H or T# 1 01.Easy
144 HowMarmy Th Hor T7 (m} m, Emsy
145 Bridga H. T L 0, Easy
1.45 Bridge Th H T 1 01.Easy

15 Place Valr 151 Spacs Irsaders 1 1 M, Emey —

Games 152 Space Invaders 2 ] 01 Easy =

Selact All Acthities Select General Setup =]
Dasaiact All Acthities Edit Atiuity List [ Mest > ] Cancel

Figure 8: Data Transfer Activity Set Up Selection Screen

Click on Go to Data Transfer List

Click on level: Easy/Hard/Standard.
Click Next

©o~No O

Click on all the activities you wish the students to do
Go to Click on General Setup and click on down arrow

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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10. Click in the box beside your class

Select Groups for Data Transfer B
—Select Class —D ata Transfer Setup
Class Select | ~ Activity M achine
Grade 1% 2 O -
Wind -
Grade 1b Juindows =
Grade 2a O
Clazs 2b O Uszer Mode
Grade 3 O
Grade 3 group O
Grade 4 O
Grade 40 o Communication Method
Grade 45 O
Grade 5 O =l
Grade b O
Grade & O
Grade 7 O
Grade 8 O |~

[View Current Transfer File ] [ < Back ][ Frepare D ata Transfer File ][ Cancel ]

Figure 9: Select Groups for Data Transfer Screen

11. Under Activity Machine, click on down arrow and Click on Windows (see Figure 9).
12. Click Prepare Data Transfer File
13. Click OK when you get the message that the file is ready for data transfer.

NOTE: Math Amigo will check to see whether there are students in each group and if there are no
students a message will appear “The following class groups cannot be included since there are no students
allocated to these class groups”.

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring 7
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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B. Valiant Math Amigo Desktop Application: Carrying Out the
Activities

1. Transferring the activities to Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Application

Step 1
1. Open the Valiant Math Amigo desktop icon (blue V). See Figure 10.

VALIAMNT

‘V

2. Click on Data Transfer and follow on screen instructions. Click on Yes to proceed.

MathAmigo

MathAmigo

Valiant

- ™ ’
matnnmlgn (- DATA TRANSFER

v (") INSTRUCTIONS

F '\ ABOUT

© Valiant Technology Ltd 1999-2006
www.valiant-technology.com (- N EXIT

| Select Student |

Activity Student Analysis

Start More Info

Figure 10: Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Start-up Screen

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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3. NOTE: If agrey window (see  Figure 11) entitled “MathAmigo Manager Score Upload
Information — DBID Mismatch,” appears, click on Continue else continue to step 4.

3
M MathAmigo Manager Score Upload Information - DBID Mismatch

You did not set up the MathAmigo from this computer.

You must send the student's result date back to the same computer used to set up the handheld devices. The Data Base Identity Code
(DBID) shows which computer was used in the Data Exchange

The DBID for this computeris: 15

“rour Desktop MathAmigo Activity Machine was set up from the DBIDs below,

Atargetdevice can be a handheld 0

computer. or Classic MathAmigao's
Docking Unit, SD Data Exchange Card, etc Print DBIDs

(Mote: The Classic MathAmigo Docking Unit can contain data from maore than one computer - so you may
see more than one DBID in the list)

’TU find outthe DBEID of vour computer go to the File tab and then select About MathAmigo and DBID button

Stop the Data Exchange process. The data remains in your target device, you have not sawed itand

Cancel the setup in the target device remains the same.

The results data will be deleted from the target device and not saved in the computer. The computer will
install its latest setup in the target device. If your target device is the Classic MathAmigo Docking Unit.
use this option when you have saved data.

Cantinug

This will sawve the results data for the eppropriate DEID. The results will remain in the target device and a

Wuli OBIDs new setup will not be installed. Use this option for Classic MathAmigo Docking Units which has deta for
different computers:

(Maote: the OBID in the handheld device will change ifyou setitup from different computers)

Figure 11: MathAmigo Manager Score Upload Information Screen

4. When you see Data Transfer completed successfully, click OK.

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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2. Selecting the student and the activities

VEUET

MathAmigo”

\4

© Valiant Technology Ltd 1999-2006
www_ valiant-technology.com

| Select Student |

Activity tudent Analysis
Start More Info

Figure 12: Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Start-Up Screen
1. Click on the student button on the Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Start-Up screen..

2. Point on grade and click on your class (see Figure 13).

Valiant

Grade 1M
Grade 1W

Grade 2 J
Grade 4G
Grade 4B
Grade 6W

ﬂ \ Select Your Class \ ﬂ

Figure 13: Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Grade Screen

3. Point on group and click on the group that the student is in (see Figure 14).

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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Valiant

Red Group
Yellow Group
Green Group

A“ [ Select Your Group | g‘
Figure 14: Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Group Screen

4. Point on name and click on the student’s name (see Figure 15).

Crystal Campbel
David Harris
Monique Whittingham
Okeem Cameron
Ricardo Smith
Richardo Reece
Taliha Mcknuff

3 ‘ \ Select Your Name | = ‘

Figure 15: Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Name Screen

5. Click on Activity by pointing and clicking on the Activity button (see Figure 16)

Grade 2 J
Red Group
Crystal Campbel

| Select Activity |
% ctivity Student Analysis
Start More Info

Figure 16: Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Activity Screen

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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6. Point and click on title of the software pack you want to use (see Figure 17).
Please note: The buttons at the bottom of the screen are designed for student use and will be discussed

later.

1. Counting and Place Value
2. Addition and Subtraction
7. Fractions and Decimals1
8. Fractions and Decimals?2
9. Shape and Space

21. Geometry

| Select Pack |

E A -
1,2/3/4/5|[6|7/8|9]
Figure 17: Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Software Pack Screen

_C
0

7. Point and click on title of the topic of your choice within the software pack (see Figure 18).

1. Counting Objects

2. Counting

3. Number Names

4. Place Value

5. Place Value Games

| Select Topic |

CE o
o{1]2]3[al5]6]78]9

Figure 18: Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Topic Screen

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring 12
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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8. You will see a list of activities for the topic you selected. Point and click on the appropriate activity.

1. Count 10 Objects

2. Counting Dice

3. Count 20 Objects

4. Structured Counting in 5s
5. Structured Counting in 10s

| Select Activity |

CE a
ol1|2/3|4|l5/6 78|09
Figure 19: Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Topic —Activity Screen

12. Point and click on the Start button.

Grade 2J

Red Group

Crystal Campbel
Counting and Place Value
Counting Objects

Count 10 Objects
| Press Start |
Activity i Student | Analysis‘
Start | More | Info |

igure 20: Valiant MathAmigo Desktop Main Screen

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring 13
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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You should see an item screen like the one in Figure 21

Total
number of
questions

Question
number

Stage /
Level

Count 10 Objects

Count

ha A

Item
appears
here

Your
answer
appears here

Press this
arrow to
enter answer

Press here to 1
delet
elete your | CE ‘ Q ~

answer /’Ma“‘s‘ﬁ sl 9

Press numbers to

Press Q (or type
Q) for more enter your answer
questions

Press here
to return to
activity list

Figure 21: Image of a Typical Math Activity

This math activity is now set up for the students to complete. It can be presented in two ways:

1. Asasmall group activity in which the student(s) sit at the computer and do the activities;
2. As alarge group activity by attaching the computer to the multimedia project and
projecting the activities onto a screen to have the students take turns doing it.

This project is a joint initiative between the Governments of Jamaica and the United States of America through their monitoring 14
agencies the Ministry of Education and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
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